CALIFORNIA’SFLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT TASK FORCE - 2002

BACKGROUND

& POPULATION GROWTH — By 2025, 14 million people are expected to be living in Caifornia, with over
60% of the growth in the Centra Valley.

& M AJOR FLOODS- In Cdifornia, 90% of dl natural disasters are flood related and sites at greatest risk are
floodplain associated with large rivers, coastal wetlands, and aluvial fans. Flooding in 1983, 1986, 1995,
1997 and 1998 caused widespread system failures and extensive damage that exceeded State estimates of
$5.1 billion.

& ECOSYSTEM DEGRADATION — Currently there remains less than 5% of the historical wetlands, 11% of
the vernal pools, 6% of the riparian zone, and patches of riparian are forest too small and fragmented to
sustain dependent species.

TASK FORCE AUTHORIZATION

& 1997 FLOOD EMERGENCY ACTION TEAM REPORT (FEAT) — The FEAT report recommended
establishment of a Floodplain Management Task Force to address specific issues related to State and local
floodplain management and make recommendations to improve statewide floodplain management policy.

& ASSEMBLY BILL 1147 —1n 2000 the Legidature enacted AB 1147, which recommends the establishment
of aFloodplain Management Task Force to address specific issues related to State and local floodplain
management and make recommendations to improve statewide floodplain management policy.

FORMATION OF FLOODPLAIN TASK FORCE

& TASK FORCE FUNDING — The Legidature approved $300,000 for the Floodplain Management Task Force
and the Department of Water Resources provided an additional $300,000. The Task Force was created in
March 2002.

& TASK FORCE M EMBERSHIP— Task Force members represent statewide interests from the
Legidature, local, State and federal governments, in addition to the interests of Native Americans,
agriculture industry, building industry, and environmental organizations (see attached list of
members).

& PROCESS — Facilitator’ s, consultants, and DWR staff have been used to support the Task Force work in
developing recommendations. A consensus-based approach is being used with no voting requirements.
The public isincluded in al meetings. A total of six meetings were scheduled for the Task Force in 2002:

- April 18&19 - September 25 and 26
- Junel3 - November 6 and 7
- August 7and 8 - December 12



TASK FORCE GOALSAND OBJECTIVES

& Toidentify and document riverine, aluvid fan, and coastal floodplain issues and the interrelationship to
stakeholder interests.

& To identify residential, commercial, and other human environment issues and ensure their consideration in
the development of policies.

&5 Toidentify natural floodplain resource and function issues and ensure their consideration in the

development of polices.

To assist in spreading floodplain management practices and requirements to the larger community.

To recommend specific concepts, policies and actions statewide that will enhance floodplain management

implementation.

R &

TASK FORCE PRODUCTSAND DELIVERABLES

& FINAL REPORT - A report identifying Task Force policy recommendations will be delivered to DWR on
December 15, 2002. DWR will forward the entire report to the Governor.

PROGRESS TODATE

& RESEARCH - Staff and consultants compiled 805 recommendations from 39 historical sources, aswell as
Task Force members inpuit.

&z DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS— Task Force members finished reviewing recommendations and organized
them into three groups.

= REPORT PREPARATION — Task Force members received the fina draft of the report on Monday,
December 2; will sixth and final meeting on Thursday, December 12, 2002.

NEXT STEPS/INVOLVEMENT

& The Task Force will approve final draft of the report at the December meeting
& Fina report will be printed in January

Contact: Sergio Guillen, Task Force Executive Officer
sguillen@water.cagov (916) 651-8137
http://fpmtaskforce.water.ca.gov/
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